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Let me state irnmediately that this is a fascinating and informative collection, as well as a

challenging one. With about ninety pages each to its 'Refiospect' section and the section

containing 'ReprintedArticles' (as against a little over a hundred pages for five 'New

Essays'),b. i. Lorr"nce around the World: South African Perspeclives migbt seem

to lean [eavily towards a qrye of academic nostalgia: an era in South African English

Studies when our subject appeared to have a more evidently valid moral and political

task in conjunction with - or in execution of - its academic duties. Yet the monY

voices this collection contains are in fact particularly and most usefirlly engaged with
past and pressT1ttsvshingpractices in SouthAfrican university English Deparhnents. I
supply just two examples, the first referring to The Rainbow as

a fine text to use to sketch the evolution ofhistory in its broad strokes, to teach and dramatize

histo,ry itself, the essential history of the last three hundred yeats or so. The novel opens in a

prr--od.r11, feudal-agrarian, tribal, all but medieval social and actual landscape, and before

the end has tavelled like a roller coaster through to a modern urban age of disinheritance, the

age ofEliot's wasteland; and students respond very directly to this trajectory and tle force of
G experiences in its path, because in SouthAfrica a significant proportion of our students

have travelled in theirown lives a local equivalent of Ursula's journey. Many are the first of
their families to have moved to a city, entered a university, and been uprooted literally and

physically by the experiences engendered there. By their third year, they find themselves

uf* i" Ursula's chillid, final world; they are, like her, lone contemporary individuals. (p.

72)

-El Routledqe
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94 Book reviews

widely-read Lawrence appears not to have encountered - and those of Lawrence, but
demonstrates enlighteningly how the latter arrives at a very different conclusion than
Spengler does - and why, despite Lawrence's occasionally hectoring tone, he perpetually
reminds us of the available 'openness'of life. De Villiers quotes from Lawrence's essay
titled'Books':

It's no good leaving everything to fate . . . The venture is the venture: fate is the circrnstance
around the adventurer. The adventurer at the quick ofhis venture is the living germ inside
the chaos of circumstance. (p. 200)

Several of the contributors in this volume (predictably, but most interestingly)
establish linlcs between Lawrence and South Africa. Mark Kinkead-Weekes's fine
essay (reprinted from 1993/t994) explores parallels between Lawrence's and Bessie
Head's writing in terms of their departures from the land of birth, whereas Christopher
Heywood has two good pieces in which the influence ofWilhelm Bleek and Lucy Lloyd's
Specimens.of Bushman Folklore (a text D. H. L. had borrowed from his SouthAfrican
frien4 Jan Juta) on Lawrence's Birds, Beast and Flowers collection is meticulously
traced. Of these, I found the more wide-ranging 'Discovering and Rediscovering
Lawrence' piece especially fascinating as an account of an intellectual's sleuthing
instincts, scholarly legwork and brilliant nose for clues - as well as demonstrating the
delight of hunches confrmed. Peter Merrington's is a larger piece of archival excavation
and historical placing as he describes the interesting connections (in terms of his essay
title) among 'Launence, the Jutas, and the "Mediterranean" Cape'- udth some nicely
ironic touches. Christopher Thutman, in his article, carefrrlly considers convergences
and divergences among Guy Butler, Lawrence and F. R. Leavis; the latter's widely
influential but sometimes overly enthusiastic championing of Lawrence comes under
scrutiny in this (and several other) pieces.

A whole early section of the collection contains accounts of how Lawrence texts
have bee,n taught at a number of SouthAfrican universities. There are pieces from the
Universities of Cape Town, Stellenbosch, Port Elizabeth,.Natal @ietermaritzburg),
Zululand,PretoriaandPotchefstroom,mostmentioningLawrence'svirtualdisappearance
from their courses - in matter-of-fact or melancholic tones. This section also gives
well known Lawrence scholars H. M. Daleski, Kinkead-weekes and Heywood the
opportunity to describe the southAfrican origins of their Lawrence studies.

An especially pleasing aspect of D. H. Lavwence around the World is the amount
of space given to discussions of the value of Lawrence's poetry. Langman rernarls on
'an ultimate serenity and sweetness' in the poety despite occasional querulousness,
and he notes that in the poems 'trees, creatures, and even inanimate things transcend
their usually passive role as objects of contemplation and seem actively to challenge
the mind' (p. 93; p.97).In an excellent essay, Jim Phelps brings William Blake's 'The
Schoolboy' into a discussion in which he analyses and broadly contextualises two of
Lawtence's school poems: 'The Best of School' and 'Last Lesson of the Afternoon'.
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