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MY GENERATION only just
remembers our fathers and
uncles returning from World War
I1. Many were physically
exhausted and emotionally
drained after six years or so of
warfare, thankful to be alive and
back.

absolutely momentoushad
happenedrin the lives of all of
them.bondshadbeencremed,
ternfyingexpm'mmhadhwl

Butitwasmthe:past.
deliberately stored in the attic
rooms of memory, seldom
disturbed. :

War books appeared, of

Itwasthesamewarandﬂ:e
same cause but the characters

were mainly British or American.
Few South Africans told their own
stories.

This is now remedied in part
by the publication, many decades
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Tobruk, was sent to Italy, escaped
twice and was recaptured and

then eventually escaped againas
he was being sent by train to
Germany - getting away in the

~confusion and terror as the RAF

bombed and strafed the very
train in which he was
incarcerated.

‘Johnson escaped into the

' .mumams, where he was
5 'aheltamdhyltalianpeasmm(at

greatrisk to themselves) and for a
time linked up with

reflection that here is a generation
with a story to tell - yet so few
have actually told it. Also, here is
a generation to which we today
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