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History of Dusiinlan
rPlayer’s revised edition
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MEN, RIVERS AND CANOES by lan Play.  [—T7———
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WHEN lan Flayer pioneered the Dusi Ga:
noe Ra;e, the equipment and methods
were 3 little different. (T
| The canoe he and MIs partner trained
on was made of a double canvas layer
and weighed 150 pounds (68kg) laden. | aeemuers e it Wl Al mudl
They learnthow to patch it using pieces of || 170 r e e Ry ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ":**

‘. ﬁid El.ﬂtlhes soaked in glite, and smeared | 5N L e N EEARERE
emselves with olive ol to ward off the [0 o oo, o sl el

. A {1 e R A
cold. When Player's partner had topult gut | 24" fﬁu R

oF the‘, aitempt, he packed his provisions -~ | LG0T
ncluding a (32 revolver into empty paint [ . TS SRS
tins and set off. It was December 23, [i/ 4. - jiofes e
1950, His trip became one of South Afri. [t 6 i edlibe: sl M
.Ca's great adventure stories. R ‘
. “The old brooding spirit of Africa was . i 3

there,” he writes, “but you only realised i 15 TR ENGT e
‘whHE;l you l‘;ia*t‘tlled agdainﬁg it." o 351‘##%#1';;1*# *r th s
- having: pioneered the DusiUmngeni  {5: S eSS SRiicabpms sinydis.
ltn_faﬁf:burg‘ﬁurban route as wel s the et el ?j% :
‘Jmkomaas River, the author went on to  head' of Natal Wiidiifa Consétvation Col
Wi thg-Dum Canoe Race the first three. Jack Vincent, that was IlEﬂf’DIIJt of the 'ﬁrﬁﬂt

| gears It was staged after that. He then - edition by mistake, as well as by Willem'

 ISLAME 4 game ranger and the tale of fis +* yan Riet, head of the Peace Parks Foun-
gﬁaﬁﬁjgﬁﬂgug" the Pongold’ River-flood- - dation, who was himseif 3.10p canoeist,..
* There was r|1'|:: anini Dam theri and 'thle, | uncontested Dusi king Graharn Fope-Eliis

area below the LLubombo Mountains was a - Lo
vast wilderness, He writes. of the an-

t-poaching patrals, the troublesome local
cane hrew callgd'rnnha,ahipp,nfeastand . H v e E
the curious affliction of NdumLeitis, erew, e years of antagonisit betweer

and Ken Tinley undertook down the Pon- + S€QUeNt partnerships, forged. by-people
2olo Rfver: The symbol of this extraordi- - 'ka Miaba, that have now - beer:stab-
nary trip was the crocodiles, which were-  15hed. An amazing list of all the finishars
everywhere, lumbering menacingly off 1991-2006 was.included. at Player's
- the sandl:ganks on their, “high walk", and 'nsistence. .. S
crasning into the water as the humans This book is one of its kind, a slim vol-
paddled by, sliding past and under the  ume of Africana that will interest not only
boat, It's amazing that they were not canoeists but all lovers. o the outdoors,
attacked and gaten. - and anyone interested in-a powerful, au-

-and Inkozi Zibuse Mlaba. . -

~ Another chapter that adds good valua
to the new edition.is the. appraisal of the
Dusi and the political era thiough. which it

The new edition of Men, Rivers and Ca-
noes Includes a foreword by the former

“ thentic South African voice.
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